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Dexter Breakfast Ride April 3, 2010

Forty-five Members Signed on for

the First Nice Day to Open Biking Season

WE WILL MISS THEM

I t is always hard to saya final goodbye to
a loved one. This winter the AABTS had
to say goodbye to not one but three beauti-
ful people—Doris Datsko, Doris West, and
Dick Ceely. True, they all lived long produc-
tive lives, but the rest of us were not ready to
bid them adieu. We have posted ``In mem-
ory of'' each of them on the home page of
www.aabts.org. In case you haven't had a
chance to read their obituaries, the posting
will remain until the end of May. What fol-
lows here in the newsletter is a short tribute
to each of them and their involvement in bi-
cycling and the Club.

Doris Datsko

D oris was very active in the early days of
the bike club. In the 1970's she was in charge
of the publicity for the club. She contacted:
the Ann Arbor, the Ypsi, the Observer and
Michigan Daily newspapers; the Ann Arbor
(WAAM) and Detroit (WJR) radio stations.
During this period the ridership on the Sat-
urday breakfast rides increased from about a
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dozen riders to a group numbering in the
range of 40 to 60 riders.

Doris Datsko

Doris was a regular participant on the Sat-
urday Breakfast rides. During those days we
stopped at the Dexter bakery and took our
calories down to the Warrior Park and en-
joyed them during a half hour social visit.
Doris started from our home near Maple road
because she was afraid of being knocked down
when she was in a large group. But she would
wait for us to arrive at the park, and fre-
quently would continue on to Chelsea. She
rode One Helluva Ride many times and also
helped as a volunteer for the ride. She also
joined us on many of our fun rides such as the
Lopez taco ride in Ridgeway, the Portage Lake
lunch, Jim Datsko's corn roast and many out
of state invitational rides. –Joe Datsko

Doris Datsko on TOSRV in the 1970s

Doris West

D oris was an important part of my life for
many years. I first got to know her some 15
years ago when I started working on the staff
of Pedal Across Lower Michigan (PALM). She
of course was one of the organizers of PALM
back in 1982, and a mover and shaker on the
ride's committee for most of its history.

Doris West in the Ann Arbor

July 4, 2004 Parade

As I got to know Doris better through
working with her, one of the first things I re-
alized about her was how much she reminded
me of my mother, who passed away in 1985.
Like Mom, Doris was a bit gruff on the exte-
rior, but was a real softie underneath. When
either of these two strong and independent
women decided they liked you, you had a
staunch friend and ally. Thus, Doris became
a surrogate mother to me in many ways.

Doris always called me one of the ``quick
bunnies,'' which made me wonder what she
thought of the riders in the club who were
the real fast riders. She categorized herself
as ``slow but determined,'' a phrase she gave
to AABTS to describe D-level rides. But she
always had more stamina and determination
than I, a humbling experience indeed!
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Her continuing legacy to AABTS is the
Saturday Sunrise Ride, now captained by
Elizabeth Tidd and Joe Pavlovich. I have
only ridden this once—a little too early for
me!—but I always enjoyed passing and ex-
changing waves with Doris on the road as
she came back in. –Vickie Smith

Doris West with Frank Lamitola, Vickie Smith,

and Buster

Dick Ceely

D ick was a reluctant bicyclist. Riding on
potholey roads with cars zipping past was his
idea of nothing to do. Until, that is, he
followed several of us in his car as we rode
the smooth routes of the Texas Hill Country
Easter Ride.

Dick Ceely

On arriving home, wonder of wonders: he
was gung ho to hit the road (so to speak).
His son gave him a Bianchi for his birthday.
Helmet, bike shoes, padded shorts and wild
colored shirts soon followed.

After a Hill

on the 1999 Lake Michigan Shoreline Ride Ride

Dick quickly became an enthusiastic fan.
Tuesday Civilized evening rides. Wednes-
day morning rides. Wednesday evening rides.
Friday morning rides in Plymouth. Saturday
Breakfast rides. Sunday rides—uh, not neces-
sarily all in the same week. He did One Hel-
luva rides, Horsey Hundred rides, and even
a West Shoreline ride, although he never en-
joyed sleeping in a tent. Said he'd done his
share of that in the Boy Scouts and the army.

Dick and Shirley After a Really Big Hill

He enjoyed being outdoors and propelling
himself along in the wind—preferably one be-
hind him. He especially enjoyed the company
of the bike club members. By the time his
knees gave out ten years after he began his
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cycling career, Dick had ridden over 12,000
miles. He was very proud and happy to
have had the experience. But mostly happy.
–Shirley Ceely

AABTS MILEAGE PATCH AWARDS

2009 AABTS Mileage Patch

Gary and Linda Francis: Terry Treppa Presented Gary's

Annual Mileage Patch on Monday April 18, 2010

Tom Powell Received his Patch

at Wheeler Park from Dan Harrison

Mileage Winners for 2009

March Potluck: Winners with their Trophy Pens

L to r: John Pierce, Jan Shubitowski, John Finnegan,

Sharon Sleeker, Tom Sleeker, and Gwen Evich

Phyllis Czapla Receives her Lifetime Patch

for 40,000 Miles from Doug Tidd
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Beth Caldwell Receives her Patch for 30,000 miles

Barb Underwood Receives her Patch for 30,000 Miles

John Bain Displays his 50,000 Mile Lifetime Patch

—Note the AABTS Cap

COMMUTER MILES WINNERS

C ommuter miles are those ridden for
transportation purposes rather than recre-
ation. (Commuter mileage web page,
www.aabts.org/mileage/commuter.html)

High mileage commuter prize went to
Klaus Wolter, with 3246 miles. Two other
prizes were drawn randomly from those who
had commuter miles in 2009, and went to
Paul Alman and Joe Toland. All three were
$15 gift certificates to a bike shop of the win-
ner's choice.

Number of participants: 18
Collective miles: 13,619

Estimated gasoline saved: 649 gallons
Estimated CO2 saved: 6.2 tons

Craig Stephan Announces

the Commuter Miles Winners

THE ANNUAL RIDE OF SILENCE
by Kathleen Donahoe

T he 5th Annual Ride of Silenceis sched-
uled for Wednesday May 19, 2010, 6:30 pm
at Wheeler Park in Ann Arbor.

Once again the AABTS will join cyclists
worldwide in a silent, slow paced ride in
honor of those who have been injured or
killed while bicycling on public roadways.

In 2009 (see photos) we donned armbands
in black (in memory of those killed) or red
(to honor those injured), listened to a few
remarks, before we began the silent ride at
7:00 p.m.

The Ride of Silence also raises awareness
that we, as bicyclists, are ``here,'' and asks that
we—bicycles and motor vehicles—all share
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the road. To offer visibility to our Ann Ar-
bor residents, this year's 7-mile, figure eight
loop will include the downtown Ann Arbor
via Main Street and the campus area via Lib-
erty and State Street

Bagpiper Kenton Smith Welcomes Riders

Returning to Wheeler Park at the End of the 2009 Ride

As in 2009, bagpiper Kenton Smith will
welcome riders back to Wheeler Park at the
end of the ride.

Officer Kathleen Vonk with AABTS Member Pete Hines

—Wearing Ride of Silence Sign

Kathleen Donahoe is in Foreground at Right

Please direct questions to ride cap-
tain Kathleen Donahoe 734-996-4985-home,

734-223-6042-cell, or e-mail kdonahoe
@umich.edu. Also, visit www.rideofsilence.
org.

ONE HELLUVA RIDE 2010
SKIPS HELL (MI, THAT IS)

by Ann Hunt

Even good intentionscannot render the
road through Hell (MI) safe enough for OHR
2010. For the first time since the incep-
tion of AABTS's One Helluva Ride, no OHR
route will go through this little hamlet. For-
tunately, those of you who love the 77 and
100 mile routes can look forward to an im-
proved ride using smoother roads to the west.

And good intentions alone do not make
OHR possible. Every year over 200 vol-
unteers work to make this ride one of the
best one-day rides in the country. Many of
you already are part of this vital organiza-
tion. Thank you. If you havent yet been
asked to do a job, please call OHR volunteer
chair Joe Pavlovich, Jr. to volunteer. He'll be
pleased to hear from you at 734-545-0541 or
jpavlovi@yahoo.com.

Here are important dates to remember:

� Sunday, July 4, 2010 —Members' OHR.
Come and ride the 39, 64, 77 and 100
mile routes TODAY so that you can work
on the Day of Ride.

� Thursday, July 8, 2010—OHR Volunteer
Orientation and Ice Cream Social, 7pm.

� Saturday, July 10, 2010—OHR —the
EVENT! http://www.aabts.org/ohr/ has
the information. Check deadlines for regis-
tration and ordering the colorful merchan-
dise.

� Saturday, July 10, 2010—the Afterglow
party for Volunteers. 6:30pm

Great ride. Great volunteers. Be a part of
the fun!
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AABTS MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
(: : : ...or more dry data!)

Ann Hunt, AABTS Membership Co-chair

T he AABTS has added 27 new member-
shipsfor 2010, allowing us to welcome a to-
tal of 34 new people to the Club in the past
few months. We currently have 288 member-
ships—180 single; 108 family. Translated to
real people (plus 3 dogs and a cat —only one
of the creatures ``rides'' regularly), the AABTS
has a total of 423 individuals as current mem-
bers for the calendar year 2010.

This figure represents quite a drop from
past years. In 2007, there were 691 individ-
uals; 2008, 614; 2009, 537. Of course, it
is only May: there are still 95 memberships
from 2009 that we hope will be renewed, and
we know that more folks will join for the first
time. And—AABTS president Doug Tidd is
working on a promotion to encourage new
members in the Club.

Please help by renewing. (You'll know if
you need to renew by the e-mail message you
received on May 2. If you don't do Club
business by e-mail, I'll probably call or write
you.)

Please help by encouraging your friends
to join. By doing so you'll be benefitting
both the AABTS and the cycling commu-
nity at large. Membership for 2010 remains
at $15/single, $20/family; on September 1,
2010, it will change for calendar year 2011
to $20/single, $25/family. A new member
signing up on or after 9/1/10 will be a mem-
ber until 12/31/2011.

Please help by giving us your feed-
back. A good place to start is with
aabtspres@yahoo.com and/or membership
@aabts.org.

THE CHANEY FUND RIDES OUT
THE FINANCIAL MAELSTROM: : :

Ann Hunt

I n the fall of 2003, the establishment of
the Lucian W. Chaney Bicycling Safety and
Advocacy Fund was the beginning of a new
era for the AABTS —the start of a permanent

endowment fund to promote the interests of
community bicycling in memory and honor
of the late Lu Chaney.

We set up the endowment as a designated
fund of the Ann Arbor Area Community
Foundation (AAACF), to make use of the ex-
pertise of the non-profit AAACF and to en-
sure that donations to the fund would be tax-
deductible.

The AABTS, individual Club members,
and the Chaney family gave generously
right from the beginning. The fund grew
rapidly. The Club's goal to ``grow the fund
to $50,000'' before accepting a yearly dis-
bursement from the fund for a community
bicycling-related project was almost realized
at the end of 2007, when our fund balance
reached $48,000.

Enter the collapse of the financial markets!
Our precious fund balance dipped to a low
of $34,000 in March 2009. In the past 12
months it has risen to over $44,000. Most
of that is market recovery: the Club did not
make a contribution to the fund in 2009, and
we have not been soliciting contributions due
to the economic climate.

The AABTS Board of Directors hopes that
a combination of hoped for market growth
and gifts will help us to continue to grow the
Chaney Fund, so that appropriate programs
can be supported in the future in recognition
of Lu Chaney, for the furtherance of bicycling
awareness, safety and education.

As the AABTS representative for the
Chaney Fund, I offer a sincere thank you
to the donors who have continued to make
yearly contributions. I invite you to join
them. To donate, send your tax-deductible
contribution, payable to AAACF, to the
Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation
(AAACF), 301 N Main St, STE 300, Ann
Arbor MI 48104. Specify that the donation
is for the Lucian W. Chaney Bicycling Safety
and Advocacy Fund. If you have questions
about the fund, please call or e-mail me (Ann
Hunt, 734-761-1147, aehunt@comcast.net).
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HAVE YOU CHECKED?

AABTS GOOGLE RIDE CALENDAR

C heck out the ``ride calendars and events''
page on www.aabts.org for some changes.
UnderApril-May Ride Calendarthere is the
following exclamation and explanation:

``Announcing our new AABTS Google
Calendar!

We'll still publish our traditional PDF ver-
sion every two months. The Google versions
will match what's on the most recently pub-
lished PDF. New special and invitational rides
that didn't make the PDF calendar will still
be announced by email and posted to the
AABTS Forum. They will also be added to
the Google Calendar so the online calendar
will show all AABTS recognized rides in one
convenient location.''

A big thank you goes to Deb Halbeib
for pulling all the information from our reg-
ular ride calendar for April-May into the
two interactive Google versions (April-May
Club Rides, and Invitationals). Check them
out, and let us know what you think.
Send feedback to aabtspres[at]aabts.org or we-
bguy[at]aabts.org.

GOOGLE MAPS FOR CYCLING

G oogle now has maps for bicycling avail-
able. However, they are not yet fool-proof: : :

Note the link below to the article in the
online New York Times (Published: March
10, 2010 ):

http://www.nytimes.com/external/readwriteweb/

2010/03/10/10readwriteweb-bicycling-directions-

trails-comes-to-google-88891.html?emc=eta1

DID YOU KNOW?

C ongratulations to Lexanne Creitzand
Jim Spencerfor successfully completing the
2010 Boston Marathon on April 19, and to
Ann Hunt for winning one silver and six gold
medals in her age group for women in the
Michigan Masters Swimming State Champi-
onship Meet in Haslett, MI on April 16-18!

YOU ARE INVITED
To join

The Ann Arbor Bike Choir!
We rehearse on Tuesdays

6:00–7:30 p.m.
at 411 Fountain Street

in Ann Arbor

T his past winterwe've been tackling new
songs to add to our repertoire in preparation
for Spring and Summer 2010 gigs.

Contact cjcshalom@gmail.com

The Ann Arbor Bike Choir strives to en-
courage sustainable transportation and unity
among cycling groups and members of the
community. We do so by incorporating mu-
sical collaboration, having fun and taking our
show on the road on our bicycles. Our first
gig was in May, 2009 at Bike to Work Day in
Ann Arbor where we used singing to demon-
strate the virtues of biking as a primary mode
of transportation.

Everyone welcome! Interest and enthusi-
asm for cycling and singing are the only re-
quirements.

LETTERS OF THANKS

I'm not sure who to thank for the
`dish garden' from AABTS.: : : I'm send-
ing my appreciation for the leafy, floral
arrangement: : :The flowers are gone, but the
varied green foliage lives on.

Shirley Ceely

AABTS: The family of Eugene A. Czapla
acknowledges with deep appreciation your
kind expression of sympathy.

Thanks for the beautiful flowers.

Phyllis Czapla
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Humane Society
OF HURON VALLEY

April 7, 2010

David Patria
Ann Arbor Bicycle Touring Society
P.O. Box 1585
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1585

Dear David,

``You cannot do a kindness too soon
: : : because you never know how soon It will
be too late.'' —Ralph Waldo Emerson

Thank you for your very generous dona-
tion of $75.00 on 2/26/2010 to the Humane
Society of Huron Valley in memory of Doris
Datsko. We were pleased to send an acknowl-
edgement to Joseph Datsko. This letter af-
firms that you received no goods or services
in exchange for your donation.

We are touched by your kindness and com-
mitment to our animals. We are a non-profit
organization, dependent upon the commu-
nity's support to provide shelter, veterinary
care, adoption services, and cruelty and res-
cue investigations for thousands of Washte-
naw County animals each year. While ani-
mals are in our care, your donation helps us
provide good food, a soft bed, a special treat
- all things every animal deserves. And most
importantly, because of your thoughtfulness,
we are able to find animals happy, healthy,
and loving lifelong homes.

HSHV is a completely independent non-
profit corporation, not affiliated with the
Michigan Humane Society. We do not re-
ceive funding from any other humane orga-
nization. We simply could not do what we do
without generous donations from people like
you. For more information about HSHV,
please visit our website www.hshv.org or call
734-662-5585. Again, thank you for having
such a kind heart.

Warmest Regards,
Tanya Hilgendorf, Executive Director

P.S. To make your gift go further
and reduce our impact on the envi-
ronment, we now offer emailed receipts
of your gifts. For more information,
please email development@hshv.org or go to
http://hshv.convio.net/receipts.

3100 Cherry Hill Rd., Ann Arbor, MI
48105 —734.662.5585—FAX: 734.662.0749
—www.hshv.org
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LIFETIME MILEAGE PATCHES
AWARDED

At the March 31, 2010 AABTS potluck,
the following lifetime mileage patches were
awarded.

130,000: John Pierce

125,000: John Pierce

95,000: Don Evich

90,000: John Finnegan, Gary Francis, Frank Lamitola

85,000: John Finnegan, Vickie Smith

80,000: Gwen Evich, John Finnegan, Jan Shubitowski

70,000: Dan Harrison, Gary Oak

65,000: Tom Sleeker

60,000: Chris Marble, Will McWhirter

55,000: Steve Lepper, Sharon Sleeker

50,000: John Bain, Connie Cavanaugh, Lexanne Creitz,

Tom Powell

45,000: Terrie Faber, Steve Segall

40,000: Phyllis Czapla, Charlie Deroo, Bud Preston,

Bob Rawson

35,000: Geoff Crosbie, Carol Hohnke, Chuck Stanich

30,000: Jane Barrett, Beth Caldwell, Alice Rawson, Barb

Underwood

25,000: Kathleen Donahoe, Jim Knight, Dan Lenardon,

Mick Osman, Judith Schmidt, Dorothy Stock

20,000: Steve Dodge, Joe Skurka

15,000: Scott Green, Gerald Huntley, Kevin McGuin-

ness, Michael Murray, Gail Preston, Jonathan Rodgers,

Mark Shields

10,000: Chuck Hescheles, Jeanette Hescheles, Joe

Pavlovich, Jenny Young,

5,000: Dan Gauvin, William Ghrist, Jim Ingles, Dave

Krick, Kevin Maston, Dick Miller, Doug Tidd, John

Waller

AABTS MILEAGE PATCHES
FOR CLUB RIDES IN 2009

At the March 31, 2010 AABTS potluck
and annual meeting, the following members
earned a personalized mileage patch for the
2009 riding year. You earn a personalized

patch by riding 500 or more AABTS club
miles in a year. If you missed the potluck
Dan Harrison and Jan Shubitowski will be
carrying your patch on selected club rides this
year. Look for them to receive your patch.
Otherwise we will mail it to you later in June.

Name Miles Place

Paul Alman 865 122

Teresa Badgley 748 133

John Bain 5,041 11

Jane Barrett 2,009 51

Brad Bates 620 155

Deb Beer 1,311 83

Don Broadway 2,701 33

Daryl Brooks 902 115

David Bryers 1,949 56

Jennifer Bryson 508 167

Jim Bryson 526 162

Sophia Bryson 585 157

Eugene Buatti 1,673 66

Ron Bunnell 2,423 38

Drew Burton 755 131

Buster Buster 1,360 80

Beth Caldwell 2,155 45

Jack Caldwell 1,667 68

Tim Caldwell 1,210 92

Connie Cavanaugh 1,900 57

Sara Christensen 1,961 55

Dan Clarke 2,313 40

Delia Clarke 820 126

John Clinthorne 992 103

Lexanne Creitz 1,069 99

Geoff Crosbie 3,797 22

Pete Cwik 1,113 95

Phyllis Czapla 1,710 61

Jim Datsko 660 145

Joe Datsko 1,988 54

Gil Daws 2,003 52

Eric Dean 2,247 43

Charlie Deroo 3,885 21

Wendy D'Haene 719 139

Steve Dodge 5,352 8

Kathleen Donahoe 1,411 78

Carlin Early 894 118

Don Evich 5,485 7

Gwen Evich 5,527 6

Terrie Faber 2,712 32

Scott Falconberry 1,350 81
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Dave Farmer 933 111

Kathleen Farmer 889 119

Steve Fedele 737 136

John Finnegan 12,030 1

Christine Flaviani 1,455 74

Gary Francis 4,459 15

Dennis Francisco 635 150

Ray Fullerton 523 164

Dan Gauvin 3,670 25

Rita Gelman 636 149

Tom Glowacki 741 135

George Gonyo 953 105

Scott Green 1,740 60

Ted Green 658 146

Dave Hahn 1,578 72

Sandy Hahn 2,247 42

Joel Hakken 1,646 70

Wendy Hakken 1,446 76

Deb Halbleib 1,878 58

Carole Hann 2,115 47

Dan Harrison 4,328 17

Mary Hensel 819 127

Chuck Hescheles 1,331 82

Jeanette Hescheles 1,190 93

Gene Hoefle 3,086 29

Carol Hohnke 2,128 46

Dieter Hohnke 1,687 64

Ann Hunt 636 148

Tom Hunt 535 160

Gerald Huntley 4,530 13

Jim Ingles 1,283 87

Corliss Irrer 871 121

Jim Irrer 2,422 39

Tom Jackson 584 158

David Jonah 1,290 85

Brad Jones 881 120

Carl Karickhoff 926 113

Jeff Keeler 743 134

Debbie Kelley 1,389 79

Terri Keppler 1,084 96

Art Kitze 1,241 89

Margaret Klauscher 950 106

Rosie Klauscher 500 173

Cheryl Klee 938 109

Harold Klee 1,008 102

Eileen Knesper 520 165

Jim Knight 2,741 30

Marc Konvisser 507 168

Deborah Kornak 992 104

Dennis Kornak 687 143

Dave Krick 897 117

Frank Lamitola 4,306 19

Dan Lenardon 1,078 97

Steve Lepper 1,460 73

Cathy Lichtman 750 132

Debbie Lienau 503 170

Karl Liskow 627 152

Kathy Malone 527 161

Chris Marble 4,311 18

Toshiki Masaki 502 171

Kevin Maston 1,450 75

Sharlene McGugan 514 166

Drew McGuinness 724 137

Kevin McGuinness 3,466 26

Amy McKinley 1,672 67

Will McWhirter 4,470 14

Jim Melosh 1,161 94

Laike Misikir 841 124

Jan Moore 914 114

Darlene Morin 760 130

Michael Murray 3,126 28

Allan Newman 591 156

Chuck Nicewonder 2,175 44

Jim Novotny 690 141

Gary Oak 4,539 12

Mick Osman 6,301 5

David Patria 1,238 90

Joe Pavlovich 5,299 9

Vivian Phillips 2,067 49

John Pierce 10,101 2

Marilyn Pobanz 1,235 91

Tom Powell 1,706 62

Bud Preston 3,743 23

Gail Preston 3,743 24

Liz Pyzik 652 147

Matt Raezler 938 110

Alice Rawson 943 108

Bob Rawson 5,187 10

Cameron Reddy 1,685 65

Courtney Reddy 1,070 98

David Relson 524 163

Chris Richardson 1,815 59

Ross Richardson 1,022 101

Jonathan Rodgers 2,085 48

Tom Rogers 544 159

Randy Rubin 1,661 69

Laura Ruetsche 946 107

David Sasaki 502 172
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Stella Schelske 622 153

Steve Segall 503 169

Mark Shields 2,060 50

Jan Shubitowski 4,386 16

Joe Skurka 4,013 20

Sharon Sleeker 6,573 4

Tom Sleeker 8,064 3

Vickie Smith 2,642 36

May Ping Soo Hoo 689 142

Chuck Stanich 1,291 84

Carol Stinson 695 140

Jon Stinson 898 116

Harvey Stob 622 154

Dorothy Stock 1,413 77

Rita Straith 1,699 63

Lloyd Strong 928 112

Pat Swann 839 125

Doug Tidd 3,181 27

Elizabeth Tidd 1,998 53

Joe Toland 767 128

Terence Treppa 1,288 86

Jan Tripp 635 151

Barb Underwood 1,279 88

Jim Van Vlerah 2,554 37

Alex Wagner 766 129

John Waller 2,695 34

Jan Warren 855 123

Lucy White 1,022 100

Steu White 2,669 35

Tony Williams 720 138

Jeff Witzburg 2,730 31

Larry Wolicki 664 144

Jenny Young 2,296 41

Tom Zempel 1,610 71

July-August Newsletter Deadline
June 17, 2010

Typesetting: Jonathan Rodgers, Ann Arbor MI


